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had set his heart upon the abolition of the correspond-
ing lines which still cut off one Indian Province from
another. But he felt that their abolition would be a
work of time, and meanwhile he devised such imme-
diate mitigations as might be possible. He laboured
to lighten to the utmost the actual weight of the Salt-
Duty on the people, by lessening the prime cost of
the article and cheapening its carriage. To this end,
the workings in the saline range in the Panjdb were
reorganized; and the cost of transit from the mines to
the centres of consumption was reduced by improved
communications. The Earl of Mayo also acquired
for the British Government a permanent lease of the
Sambhar Salt Lake, by treaty with the Mdhdrdjds of
Jaipur and Jodhpur. He took steps for its efficient
exploitation, and a line was begun, which now con-
nects the lake with the general railway system of
India, both at Delhi and at Agra. The reopening
of the salt works in Oudh was sanctioned, as an
experiment This experiment has not yielded per-
manent fruits ; but Lord Mayo's other measures with
a view to the mitigation of the Salt-Duty have already
produced valuable results, and they develope new
capabilities every year. The old cry of a salt famine
in Northern India has ceased; and without anywhere
lessening the rates levied by Government, Lord
Mayo's reforms have in many places decreased the
total cost of the article, and thus lightened its actual
weight on the people.

This practical alleviation of a burden which he
found himself powerless to wholly remove, had at-